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On Tai Xuan Argumentation and Interpretation

Xie Li-xia

(Philosophy Research Institute, South China University of Technology, Guangzhou, Guangdong 510640, China)

Abstract: Tai Xuan by Yang Xiong is different from the official Yi study of the Han Dynasty
in that it attaches importance to both the xiangshu (phenomena and figures) and the yili quanshi
(argumentation and interpretation), while the latter is biased towards stress on the xiangshu.
Based on a differentiation the types of mutual complementation between Confucianism and Tao-
ism, this author holds that Tai Xuan and Yi Zhuan are identical in that both belong to the type of
mutual complementation between Confucianism and Taoism, and through a detailed analysis of
the Taoist ideology and the Confucian ethics in Tai Xuan, this author discovers the ideological
features in Tai Xuan.

Key words: Confucianism and Taoism of the Warring States Period, Qin Dynasty and Han

Dynasty; Yang Xiong; Tai Xuan; Taoism-borrowing but Confucianism-belonging
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